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In 2008, one new Shortsea Promotion Center (SPC) has joined our effort to promote short sea shipping and intermodality in Europe. 
We are pleased to welcome Turkey as an associated member of the ESN in 2008.  
 
ESN now has 21 SPCs working together to move transport off congested roads throughout Europe. The actual resources and activity 
vary from country to country. Our limited organization and lack of financial resources are still very critical. This Annual Report gives a 
good overview of the main activities and successes in the different SPCs. 
 
In 2008 SPC Portugal (first 3 months) and SPC France (9 months) did a tremendous job leading the ESN. A number of important 
initiatives were made and events organized. The key joint event was the DG-TREN/”Focal Point” meeting in Brussels last April. 
 
The main focus of the individual SPCs is to serve its national contributors and members. Some SPCs have stronger financial 
resources and therefore achieve more. They are shining examples of what can be done with strong support from national 
governments and industry players. We sincerely hope that nations that have provided only modest support in the past will be able and 
fully motivated to help pay their fair share this year and in the future. ESN sees a number of opportunities for stronger collaboration 
among the SPCs on European level. These opportunities will make it easier to realize EU ambitious objectives of increasing the share 
of transport by sea, river and rail. Jointly, our collective knowledge and broad network of contacts are second to none. Shared ESN 
efforts will make shortsea and intermodal alternatives more competitive. A main focus for ESN this year is therefore to find financing 
for our joint ESN initiatives. Mutual promotion, branding, news services, conferences, projects, databases, web pages etc are 
examples of such activities. The use of standardized XML messages for eFreight and pan-European training in the European School 
of Short Sea Shipping show that joint activities can be fruitful.  
 
As Chairman of ESN, I am proud to see all action performed throughout Europe to move cargo to transport alternatives that are more 
friendly to the environment. Our network is strong and we will develop it further. Together we can really make a change! I humbly 
thank all ESN members for their contribution to our joint European efforts.  
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Shortsea Promotion Centre UK 
Fao: Ms. Y.Coello 
35/37 Grosvenor Gardens 
London SW1W 0BS 
Great Britain 
Phn: +44 (0)20 7953 4042- Fax: +44 (0)20 7953 4001 
e-mail: yariella.coello@freightbywater.org 
internet: www.freightbywater.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






